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Friday 20th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

IMPORTANT COMMUNICATION RE COVID-19 

Thank you for your support and understanding this week, especially with the sudden news on 

Wednesday that schools will close at the end of the school day today and the very late 

communication (received this morning) with regards to who is included in the KEY WORKERS 

category.   

This communication is FACTUAL and is sent to you all so that you are FULLY INFORMED 
of what is happening.  These are very exceptional circumstances for us all, and I have 
said before our main priority is the well-being of every child in our school.  The most 
recent DfE publication can be read in full here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-
maintaining-educational-provision 
 
Why are schools closed? 
Schools have been closed to reduce the spread of COVID-19.  Everyone is asked to follow 
the government’s guidance on self-isolation, household isolation and social distancing.  

The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is if 
children can stay at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus 
spreading.  Schools will remain open only for those children who 
ABSOLUTELY NEED to attend.  The fewer children making the journey to school, 

and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread 
and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. 
 
 
Who can attend school from Monday 23rd March 2020? 
Schools will remain open for the children of: 

(i) Keyworkers (while they are at work.  See list in the website detailed above) 
(ii) Vulnerable children (those with an Education and Health Care Plan) 
(iii) Families with a social worker 
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GROUP (i): If your children fall into group (i) above and they ABSOLUTELY NEED to attend 
school because no-one else in your family/friendship circle can look after them while you are 
at work, then school will be open for them Monday – Friday from 8.55am – 3.15pm for the 
foreseeable future.  U5s are offering extended care from 7.15am – 8.55am and from 3.15pm – 
6pm.  Staffing and spaces are limited.  If you would like to book a place, please phone Clare 
07368 649 143.  Please remember, if children can stay at home, they should, to limit the 
chance of the virus spreading.  Please email school (kw@st-peters-pri.gloucs.sch.uk) to let 
us know on which days you need your children to be in school next week including the 
arrival time and collection time – it is really important that you only send your children to 
school when you are actually at work and collect them as soon as you have finished work.  
Thank you. 
 
GROUP (ii): If your children fall into group (ii) above and they ABSOLUTELY NEED to attend 
because no-one else in your family/friendship circle can look after them while you are at work, 
then school will be open for them Monday – Friday from 8.55am – 3.15pm for the foreseeable 
future.  Please remember, if children can stay at home, they should, to limit the chance of 
the virus spreading.  
  
GROUP (iii): If your children fall into group (iii) above, they can only stay at home with consent 
from social services.  Parents will be involved in this communication with their social worker. 
 

Monday 23rd March 2020  
If you believe that you are a key worker (please see the list in the DfE communication by 
clicking on the link at the top of this letter) and your children ABSOLUTELY NEED to attend 
school (remember: if children can stay at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus 

spreading) then please bring them to school on Monday morning.  We would also like you 
to email us on kw@st-peters-pri.gloucs.sch.uk asap so that we know in advance who will 
be attending school on Monday morning. We understand that your work pattern may 
change so please just turn up if this becomes necessary.  School will open at 8.40am to 
welcome your children into school.  Parents must accompany their children to the school 
office where you will be told where to go to register your children.  This may take a little 
longer than normal as we will have to record names, any change to contact phone 
numbers and check parents’ work place ID.  If there is a queue for registration, we ask 
everyone to respect the social distancing guidance.  
 
Children’s clothing, lunch and snacks:  Children may wear their own clothes to school 
(again we remind you that your children should only attend school if ABSOLUTELY 
NEEDED and that the government advice is, if children can stay at home, they should, to 

limit the chance of the virus spreading) but we would ask parents to ensure their children 
have clean, washed clothes every day.  Children should also take their wellies and OPAL 
clothing to change into as lunchtime will include OPAL play.  Lunch will be provided for 
children in receipt of FSM or Universal Infant FSM (R-Y2) and a meal can be ordered and 
paid for in the normal way so please keep your parentpay account in credit.  As far as we 
are aware, the Monday choices are Pizza or Jacket Potato. Children will need to bring their 
own snack and water bottle. 
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What will your children do while at school?  Your children will complete the learning that 
we are sending home to all families (see information below).  We believe that this is the 
best way to support parents of those children who have to attend school as we realise 
that having worked all day, the pressure of then trying to complete the daily home 
learning required of all children could create a lot of extra unnecessary stress.  It is our aim 
to fully support all our families during these unprecedented times. 
 
We recognise these are very fluid times and circumstances will arise which mean ‘key 
workers’ may be called into work last-minute. We will be flexible should ‘key workers’ 
need to just turn up on the day. For now, we will see how this system works and then 
move forward.  

HOME LEARNING FOR ALL PUPILS 
Our main way of supporting you in continuing the education of your children at home will 
be through distance learning which will be made available on our school website.  You will 
receive a separate communication explaining how to access this.  Please be assured that 
this learning will include fun activities in order to support everyone’s well-being.   All 
children have been provided with a pencil and an exercise book in which they should 
complete their home learning activities. 
 
If you do not have access to the internet, please get in touch (phone or email us) and we 
can explore the alternative options available to us.  
 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS (FSM) 
If your children are in receipt of FSM they are still entitled to a daily FSM in the form of a 
sandwich lunchbox.  These can be collected daily from school 12 noon – 1pm OR if you live 
closer to another school please let us know the name of that school and we will check to 
see if you can collect your lunchboxes from there instead.  If your household is self-
isolating please also let us know as we will then deliver your children’s lunchboxes to your 
household for the 14 days you are in isolation. Please can all parents of children in receipt 
of FSM email us on fsm@st-peters-pri.gloucs.sch.uk to let us know if you wish to receive 
FSM lunchboxes and if not every day on which days, also to let us know if you would like 
to collect from a school closer to your home, please also inform us of any dietary 
requirements. Please email us by 9.30am on Monday morning.  Thank you. 
 
HARDSHIP & CHALLENGING FAMILY TIMES – WE CAN HELP 
During these unprecedented times, we understand that some families may struggle 
financially and therefore find it difficult to provide food for their families.  If you find 
yourself in this position please contact us immediately and we will be able to help you.  
We also understand that some families might struggle due to stresses in the household.  
We are in school and you can phone us at any time as Mrs Desando will continue to be 
available for support and advice. 
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Y6 IOW and LEAVERS EVENTS 
We have had to cancel the IOW residential trip.  At the minute, we can refund all monies 
paid except for the £30 deposit.  Refunds will be made within the next week.  We will keep 
you informed about the deposits and assure you that we are doing all we can to get the 
deposit refunded too.   
We do not know when schools will be allowed to re-open. This means that the Y6 leaver 
events are up in the air at this moment in time.  Again, we wish to reassure our Y6 children 
that we will organise an evening opportunity as soon as we can, to get the year group 
together so they can celebrate the end of their primary school years.  The teachers and 
TAs are very much looking forward to this too. 
 
OUR FAITH FAMILY 
It is really important during this unprecedented time that we continue to keep Christ at 
the centre of all that we say and do.  Christ is our light in all this darkness, and in spreading 
his love we are keeping that light of hope burning.  By smiling, sharing goodness and 
supporting one another, we are passing on the light of hope to others.  Please continue to 
pray for all who are affected by the coronavirus.  Keep our entire school family in your 
prayers and we will keep you in our prayers too.  We very much look forward to 
welcoming you back to school when we are allowed to re-open.  God bless you all. 
 
Finally, our staff have been incredible over this last uncertain week and continue to 
remain so dedicated to your children: they have given up their own time to support the 
running of the school; have worked quickly and selflessly to act upon daily government 
advice; and have all gone above and beyond in ensuring we have been able to maintain 
the best possible provision for your children.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing understanding and support. Your understanding and kindness 
will continue to be called upon over the coming days and weeks. 
 
Holding you all in love and prayer, 
 
Mrs Baron  
Headteacher 
 
 


